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MB. RHODES said of course Dr. Leyds wanted a Crown Colony in   CHAP.
Rhodesia because the High Commissioner would govern it then, the
Cape Ministers would govern the High Commissioner, Mr. Hofmeyr
would govern the Cape Ministers, and Dr. Leyds would govern Mr.
Hofmeyr.
The enquiry, opened about ten days later (Friday, February
5), dragged its slow length along for five months. The scene was
in a commonplace committee-room. There was no resemblance
to Westminster Hall and Warren Hastings. Rhodes's stout and
sandwiches would have shocked not only Burke but Sheridan.
The tribunal of fifteen appointed by the House of Commons sat
at a horse-shoe table. Mr W. L. Jackson, afterwards Lord Aller-
ton, was the Chairman. The Colonial Secretary sat on his right
and Sir William Harcourt on his left. The witness-chair and the
table before it were set in the middle of the horseshoe. The
course of the enquiry and its enormous mass of evidence need
not much detain us. The heart of the evidence has been examined
already in these pages, and we have gained more knowledge of
the facts than the voluminous report supplied. As a physical
ordeal this business racked the Colonial Secretary, adding many
hours a week to his work, amidst the other ceaseless fatigues
of the Diamond Jubilee Year. Nothing is so well remembered
as the early scene when the Colossus justified his nickname and
overshadowed his inquisitors. On the first day Rhodes seemed
likely to be a nervous or even a bungling witness. After that he
was imperturbably resourceful. Fortified by his sandwiches and
stout, he took charge of the Committee, and spoke as if his
fifteen judges were in the dock.
Weeks afterwards Chamberlain was the centre of the pro-
ceedings, but we have found it necessary to anticipate that
scene. The occasion was at the end of April 1897. "Mr. Harris,
L.R.C.S.", as the Report calls him, opening his evidence, soon
began to refer to his first visit to the Colonial Office and his
"guarded allusion to the desirability of there being a police force
near the border". He was interrupted by the Colonial Secretary.
In view of the state of feeling in South Africa that statesman
asked and received the chairman's permission to give at once
his own version. Chamberlain left the high table instantly for